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come to be thought of as intrinsically preferable: not only to
be made a proximate end (which it should be), but to
be made an ultimate end, to the exclusion of the' true
ultimate end. And yet cross-examination quickly compels
everyone to confess the true ultimate end. Just as the
miser, asked to justify himself, is obliged to allege the
power of money to purchase desirable things, as his reason
for prizing it; so the moralist who thinks this conduct
intrinsically good and that intrinsically bad, if pushed
home, has no choice but to fall back on their pleasure-giving
and pain-giving effects. To prove this it needs but to
observe how impossible it would be to think of them as we
do, if their effects were reversed.

Suppose that gashes and bruises caused agreeable sensa-
tions, and brought in their train increased power of doing
work and receiving enjoyment; should we regard assault in
the same manner as at present ? Or suppose that self-
mutilation, say by cutting off a hand, was both intrinsically
pleasant and furthered performance of the processes by
which personal welfare and the welfare of dependents is
achieved; should we hold as now, that deliberate injury to
one's own body is to be reprobated ? Or again, suppose that
picking a man's pocket excited'in him joyful emotions, by
brightening his prospects; would theft be counted among
crimes, as in existing law-books and moral codes ? In these
extreme cases, no one can deny that what we call the
badness of actions is ascribed to them solely for the reason
that they entail pain, immediate or remote, and would not be
so ascribed did they entail pleasure.

If we examine our conceptions on their obverse side, this
general fact forces itself on our attention with equal dis-
tinctness. Imagine that ministering to a sick person always
increased the pains of illness. Imagine that an orphan's
relatives who took charge of it, thereby necessarily brought
miseries upon it* Imagine that liquidating another man's
pecuniary claims on you redounded to his disadvantage.